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Brief description of

Which part(s) of the research

Perspective-taking: Place,

Ethical Reflection: Place, People,

Potential Ethical Response

ethical issue Journey are most effected? People, Principles, Principles, Precedent
(Please mark with X) Precedent (Please describe)
(Please describe)
Data 0. Pre-Stage O | Place: The use of medicinal | Place: What is the meaning of the After a first moment of shock
interpretation and plants is defined as part of | consumption of medicinal plants for (because of the risk of losing the
1. Research Idea @) . . ) . i
consent the identity of the that community? What proportion of | consent of the community for the use
You are conducting a | 2. Team Development O | community but there is the community over-use the plant? of the data) the researchers decide

study on the effects
of the use of
medicinal plants. You
conduct the study in
an Indigenous
community that
consumes these
plants in coherence
with their traditions.
However, your
results indicate that
the excessive use of
these plants can be
harmful to health. In
the dissemination of
results session, some
participants disagree
with how the data
has been presented.
Politicians, media
and businessmen are
supporting the
research. The
participants /
community wish to

3. Partnership Development O
4. Proposal/Grant Development
and Funding ©
5. Ethics Applications(s) ®)
6. Data Collection Begins O
7. Project Develops and EndsO
8. Data Analysis @)
9. Writing Up O

10. Knowledge Exchange and
(@)

Dissemination
11. Translation into Practice O

12. Legacy and Impact @)

harmful overuse of the
plants.

At present the community
is in crisis since the
ancestral traditions have
been lost due to the
influence of the West

Are there some community advocates
for moderation of use?

How does the use in this community
differ from the use that can be made
in other contexts?

How do communities understand the
health risks and implications for future
generations?

What is the community’s previous
experience of researcher
trustworthiness and how will your
actions impact future engagement?

People: Participants may
feel that their traditions
are not respected, but on
the other hand the results
of the study are clear in
saying that the
consumption of plants in
high doses is harmful to
their health.

People: How to genuinely consider
the apprehensions of the community?
Who can help me handle this
challenging issue? (Elders or
community advocates; custodian of
the traditions)

How to assist the community to
understand the health risks?

What is the potential level of
stigmatization associated with
publishing the findings vs the health
risk?

to consider the apprehensions of the
community.

They work with local healthcare
services and a local mothers’ group
to begin a process of community
education regarding the health
impacts of over-use of the plant.

They write to a researcher
specialized in these matters (they use
the global community). He
recommends some papers about it
and talks about his own experiences
and what has worked well and not
worked well.

Considering this new information,
the researchers decide to
complement their data referring to
the physical effects of the
consumption of the plants, with
qualitative data highlighting the
social and cultural meanings - they
invite an anthropologist and chemist
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withdraw their
consent to
participate. What do
you do?

Principles: Respect vs Risk.
Depending on the way in
which the results are
presented, the community
may be stigmatized and
impact their identity, but
not referring to the
dangers of plant
consumption is
irresponsible as it
threatens health.

Principles: How to present the results
in an honest way, but avoiding the
stigmatization of the community?
How can you build on the co-design
principles that you have set up to
engage community leaders in the
process of positioning the community
as pioneers and advocates of health
for future generations.

land.

Precedents: In the last 10
years the community has
been highly stigmatized by
the country's media, by the
political and economic
leaders who want to make
commercial use of their

Precedents: What do human rights
organizations for the protection of
Indigenous traditions say? How has
this been handled in other
communities/countries?

onto the team for this purpose, along
with two community leaders.

With this new information the
researchers were able to present
their results in a more complete way,
on the one hand recognizing the
necessary care in the consumption of
these plants and the cultural social
value.

Consent was re-visited in light of this
more contextualized interpretation
and the majority of the community
re-engaged with the project.

Also, the case was documented and
shared with the ethics committee for
record and accountability purposes.

Remember: Underpinned by principles for people involved in delivering global research:

Prevent:
Do no
harm

Enable:
Support flourishing. Invest in my own

learning and in others

Act: Connect:

Be aware. Be brave, Be safe. Be People and

compassionate planet first

Embed:
Context, Context,

Context.




